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Lighthouse National Park 

Protecting the soul of Cayman Brac 

 

 

The iconic Bluff in Cayman Brac and its striking natural beauty is second to no other landscape in the 

Cayman Islands. The striking raw appeal of the Lighthouse Bluff is matched by an equally striking diversity 

of natural life. Bo’sun birds nest deep inside the Bluff cliffs while Man-o-wars soar high above the 

Lighthouse footpath. This Cayman Brac “Formation” is one-of-a-kind, telling stories of times long past 

through historic fossils, but also stories of a more recent time when its protection was all we had. 

It is time to return the favour and protect this unique landscape for generations to come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The eastern tip of Cayman Brac and the iconic Lighthouse. This entire stretch of coastline is collectively 

known as “the Bluff”. 
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1. Description of Area 

 

This proposal for protection covers 63 individual Crown-owned parcels, as well as one NCA Protected 

parcel (111A 11), totaling an area of 211 acres. Of note, this National Park proposal includes the actual 

Lighthouse parcel, Long Beach, as well as Little Cayman Brac. For a full list of parcels and their sizes, 

please see Appendix 1. 

 

The nominated area is located at the east end of Cayman Brac and covers the northern tip of the 

island. The iconic Lighthouse is a significant cultural feature of this nomination, and the area offers an 

intact wilderness remnant of the dry forest and xerophytic shrubland biome found in the Wider 

Caribbean, providing habitat for endemic and globally threatened species. This other-worldly 

landscape is covered by dense, healthy evergreen and cactus vegetation representative of coastal and 

dry forest shrubland that has been little altered by human interference. The vegetation has been 

shaped and continually affected by the strong easterly trade wind and sea spray, making the 

vegetation notably arid and more stunted than the west bluff’s taller dry forest. While the Lighthouse 

loop trail offers spectacular ocean views, the pristine cliff face is home to several species of special 

concern. Long Beach provides a look into the past with its close-up look at the towering bluff. 

 

 

 

Fig 1. Map of the proposed Lighthouse National Park, including the existing NCA Protected Area (in red). 
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2. Reasons for Nomination 

 

Purposes and Objectives 

2.1  Protection of the nominated lands will safeguard key habitats for a range of 

endangered, threatened, endemic and migrant species, as described below under “species of 

special concern”. NCL Ref.  8 (1) (a) 

2.2   With the highest elevation of Cayman Brac and the easternmost extreme of the 

Cayman Islands, the nominated lands are biologically and geographically unique within the 

Cayman Islands, and their protection will support long term maintenance of the biodiversity 

that depends on them. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (b) 

2.3  Protection of the nominated lands will facilitate the regeneration of wildlife, 

particularly seabirds, in areas of special concern. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (d) 

2.4  Protection of the nominated lands will secure their value as a cultural icon of the 

island with celebrated aesthetic value, in addition to their outstanding ecological value and 

their value for paleontological and geological studies. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (e) 

2.5  Protection of the nominated land will enable sustainable management of one of 

the most frequently visited areas of Cayman Brac and will continue to contribute to the 

enjoyment of residents, visitors, photographers, climbers and artists who appreciate the 

area’s natural grandeur. NCL Ref.  8 (1) (f) 

 

Criteria for Protection 

2.6  The nominated lands are predominantly in a natural state. The main central bluff 

road passes through the nominated lands providing access to the Lighthouse and the eastern 

end of the Lighthouse Trail. The rest of the nominated area, including Long Beach is almost all 

pristine arid shrubland and coastal forest. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a) 

2.7  The nominated lands support a significant diversity of life, including a succession 

of different vegetation zones going inland from the cliff edges, including endemic species and 

species of special concern. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b) 

2.8  The nominated lands provide a suite of specialized ecological niches, especially 

given its elevation, that are rare or absent elsewhere in the Cayman Islands, supporting the 

significant biodiversity found here. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (c) 

2.9   The caves in the Bluff Cliffs qualify as areas of special concern to cave-dwelling 

bats. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (d) 
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2.10 The presence and access to the oldest formation in the islands and its abundance 

of fossil and subfossil finds continues to attract scientific interest, as does the species of 

special concern found within the nominated area.  NCL Ref. 8 (2) (e) 

2.11 The nominated lands are home to plant species found nowhere else in the world 

and are therefore of international, regional and national significance. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (f)  

2.12   Management of the nominated lands is feasible, though it will involve some 

changes to the current Lighthouse Trail to improve overall safety. See “Management 

considerations” below for further details. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (g)  

2.13  The nominated lands already serve as a nature tourism attraction for Cayman 

Brac, and their protection will maintain this tourism asset. The spectacular view, cliffs and 

trails in this area attract hikers, climbers, photographers, artists, and the general public. NCL 

Ref. 8 (2) (h) 

 

3. Species of Special Concern 

The following table lists the species of concern known to depend, in part, on the nominated 

parcels: 

Common name Scientific name Description NCA Schedule 1 Habitat use 

Sister Islands 
Rock Iguana 

Cyclura nubila 
caymanensis 

Rock Iguana 

Part 1. Subspecies is 
Critically Endangered 
and only found in the 

Sister Islands 

Uses rock-holes as 
retreats. Roams for 

feeding 

Sybil’s 
Crownbeard 

Verbesina 
caymanensis 

Shrub 
Part 1. Cayman Brac 

endemic 

Grows on north-
facing cliffs above 

Spot Bay (and 
nowhere else)  

Washwood 
Jacquinia 
proctorii 

Small tree 
Part 2. Critically 

Endangered 
Grows in dry 

thickets 

 
Harrisia 

caymanensis 
Cactus 

Part 2. 
Unique to Sister Isles. 
Critically Endangered 

Grows on exposed 
land close to cliff 

edges 

 
Consolea 

millspaughii 
caymanensis 

Cactus 
Part 1.  

Endemic species 

Grows on exposed 
land near to cliff 

edges 

 Pilosocereus sp. Cactus 
Threatened Caribbean 

Cactus 

Large species of 
cactus that grow in 

dry thickets 

 
Banara 

caymanensis 
Shrub Part 1. Endemic species Grows in shrubland 

Silver Thatch 
Palm 

Cocothrinax 
proctorii 

Palm 
Endemic, endangered. 

National Tree 
Grows inland from 

Lighthouse edge 
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Brown Booby Sula leucogaster Seabird Part 1 
Nests on cliff edges 

and cavities 

White-tailed 
Tropicbird 

Phaethon 
lepturus 

Seabird Part 1 
Nests in cliff 

cavities 

Red-legged 
Thrush 

Turdus plumbeus 
coryi 

Thrush 
Part 1. Endemic 

subspecies 

Coastal wood and 
shrubland, and 

bluff-top woodland. 

White-crowned 
Pigeon 

Patagioenas 
leucocephala 

Pigeon Part 1 
Foraging and stop-

over activity 

Loggerhead 
Kingbird 

Tyrannus 
caudifasciatus 
caymanensis 

Bird 
Part 1.  

Endemic subspecies 
Nests and feeds in 
shrubland thickets 

Bananaquit 
Coereba flaveola 

sharpei 
Bird 

Part 1. 
Endemic subspecies 

Nests and feeds in 
shrubland thickets 

Vitelline warbler 
or “Chip Chip” 

Dendroica 
vitellina 

crawfordi 
Bird 

Part 1. 
Endemic subspecies 

Nests and feeds in 
shrubland thickets 

Merlin 
Falco 

columbarius 
Merlin Merlin 

Soars on updrafts 
from cliffs 

Peregrine Falco spaverius 
Migrant 
raptor 

Part 1 
Soars on updrafts 

from cliffs 

Bats 
Chiroptera, 
various spp. 

Mammal Part 1 

Roosting and 
breeding in cliff 

caves. Foraging in 
shrubland 

 

 

4. Conservation Problems and Special Protective Measures Required 

 

The proposed Protected Area presents a significant opportunity to enhance public enjoyment, recreation, 

education, and appreciation of the Bluff cliffs, while also ensuring that sensitive ecological, geological, 

cultural, and scenic features are protected for future generations. The area already contains valued trails, 

caves, viewpoints, seabird nesting habitat, rare endemic plants, and dramatic coastal landscapes. With 

appropriate planning and management, these features can support a high-quality National Park 

experience that is safe, informative, and compatible with conservation objectives. 

 

 Lighthouse Trail 

The Lighthouse Trail is one of the key visitor experiences within the proposed Protected Area, providing 

access to scenic views, coastal landscapes, shrubland habitat, and areas used by nesting Brown Boobies. 

There is an opportunity to enhance the trail as a managed recreational and educational route, including 

improved interpretive signage, defined viewpoints, and enhancement of the loop trail through adjacent 
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shrubland to Peter’s Cave. Trail improvements should be designed to improve visitor safety and 

enjoyment while also reducing disturbance to nesting seabirds and sensitive cliff-edge habitats. Safe, 

demarcated lookout points can be established at suitable locations, including near the iconic Long Beach 

lookout and Little Cayman Brac viewpoints. Low-impact, visually appropriate barriers, such as rope-style 

fencing, can be used where necessary to guide visitors, discourage access to unsafe areas, and encourage 

use of the inland side of the historic trail. Seasonal management measures may also be considered where 

needed to protect nesting seabirds during sensitive periods. 

 

 Long Beach 

Long Beach offers an opportunity to provide an enhanced coastal walking experience, with potential for 

a loop trail along the coral rubble ridge with returning access along the foot of the Bluff through the coastal 

dry forest. Such a route could provide visitors with a richer understanding of the coastal landscape, 

geology, native vegetation, and seabird habitat, while helping to distribute visitor movement along a 

defined and sustainable path. At the eastern end of Long Beach, Brown Boobies nest on rocky outcrops 

and boulders. Trail design and visitor guidance should therefore seek to balance access and enjoyment 

with the protection of nesting seabirds and visitor safety. This may include designated viewing areas, 

interpretive signage, seasonal guidance, and management of climbing on boulders where necessary. 

 

 Spot Bay Village and Peter’s Cave Trail 

The path from Spot Bay Village past Peter’s Cave to the Lighthouse Trail is an important access route and 

has potential to support interpretation of the Bluff’s natural and cultural heritage. This area is also 

ecologically sensitive, particularly because it supports Sybil’s Crownbeard, a Critically Endangered 

flowering shrub unique to Cayman Brac and found only on this north-facing section of the Bluff cliffs (and 

nowhere else in the world). Future management should focus on improving awareness and stewardship 

of this sensitive plant habitat and trail maintenance should be carried out in a manner that avoids damage 

to the Sybil’s Crownbeard population and other native vegetation. Education of trail maintenance crews 

and supervisors, supported by periodic monitoring, is likely to be an effective and practical way to prevent 

further localised damage. Invasive species, including Shamrock, should be monitored and controlled 

where they threaten Sybil’s Crownbeard or other native vegetation. Public interpretation could also 

highlight the significance of this rare endemic plant and the importance of staying on designated paths. 

 

 Caves 

The caves within the Bluff cliffs, while not easily accessible, are among the area’s most important natural, 

scientific and educational features. They offer opportunities for interpretation of geology, natural history, 

paleontology, and cultural use of the landscape. At the same time, cave environments can be fragile and 

may contain fossil assemblages, undisturbed sediments, stalactites, and other features that are vulnerable 
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to accidental or intentional damage. Caves with undisturbed fossil-bearing sediments should be identified 

and managed to prevent disturbance. Where appropriate, access controls, visitor guidance, signage, and 

education should be used to protect sensitive cave features while allowing suitable public enjoyment and 

scientific study.  

 

 Mapping and boundary definition 

The physical character of the Bluff cliffs presents mapping and boundary challenges that should be 

addressed as part of the Protected Area designation and implementation process. The cliffs are currently 

mapped primarily in horizontal projection, and Crown ownership is based on that mapping. However, 

sections of vertical or overhanging cliff may not be adequately represented on parcel maps, and aerial 

photography indicates that the mapped upper cliff edge is inaccurate in some areas. 

Caves also present particular challenges, as they are not comprehensively mapped and may extend 

beneath privately owned land, with possible access points from both the land above and the cliff face. 

These features could create uncertainty regarding the boundaries of the Protected Area in both horizontal 

and vertical planes, as well as questions relating to cave ownership and management responsibility. 

Further work with Lands & Survey will therefore be required to refine the Protected Area boundary and 

ensure that the legal description is fit for purpose. This may require a Protected Area definition that goes 

beyond block and parcel mapping alone, or refinement of existing parcel maps to better reflect the 

physical and ecological reality of the Bluff cliffs. 

 

5. Management Considerations 

 

The proposed Protected Area is well suited to designation as a National Park because it combines 

outstanding scenery, existing public access, important biodiversity, geological features, cultural and 

historical significance, and strong potential for education and low-impact recreation. The area already 

functions as an important tourism and recreational destination for walking, sightseeing, climbing, 

birdwatching, and nature appreciation. National Park designation would provide an opportunity to 

improve the quality, safety, and sustainability of these uses within a clear conservation framework. 

 

Many of the key visitor features are already under some level of management by District Administration. 

It is not anticipated that designation would require major changes to these existing arrangements. Rather, 

the Management Plan should build on current management, clarify roles and responsibilities, and support 

coordinated stewardship by relevant on-island agencies, land managers, community stakeholders, and 

the National Conservation Council. 

 

A Management Plan developed in consultation with stakeholders should focus on enhancing the visitor 

experience while protecting the natural and cultural values of the area.  
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Priorities include: 

• improved trail definition, maintenance, and wayfinding; 

• enhanced access to appropriate viewpoints and visitor routes; 

• development of loop trails where environmentally suitable, including improvements to the 

Lighthouse Trail and Long Beach routes; 

• interpretive and educational signage on seabirds, native plants, caves, geology, culture and 

historic use, and responsible visitor behaviour; 

• protection of nesting seabirds through seasonal guidance or targeted access management where 

required; 

• protection of Sybil’s Crownbeard and other sensitive native vegetation; 

• identification and management of sensitive caves and fossil-bearing sediments; 

• visitor safety measures at cliff edges, boulder areas, caves, and lookouts; 

• visitor safety along trails and uneven terrain; 

• invasive species control; 

• monitoring of visitor impacts, trail condition, nesting seabirds, rare plants, and cave features. 

 

Rock climbing, caving, organised tours, events, and other specialised activities should be addressed in 

detail through the Management Plan. These activities may be compatible with the Protected Area where 

they are appropriately managed, avoid sensitive sites and seasons, and do not compromise public safety, 

nesting seabirds, cave resources, rare plants, or other protected features. 

 

Restrictions should be proportionate, targeted, and used where necessary to protect sensitive resources 

and visitor safety. The overall approach should be to encourage public enjoyment and appreciation of the 

National Park, while ensuring that recreation, education, research, and tourism take place in a manner 

that is sustainable and respectful of the area’s conservation values. 
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APPENDIX 1 

 

Table 1: Crown-owned parcels submitted for protection as part of the Lighthouse National Park 
proposal. Note that the NCC Protected parcel of 44 acres (111A 11) is included in the overall footprint of 

the National Park. 
 

Block Parcel Status Acres Description 
111A 11 Protected 44 NCC Protected Lighthouse access road 

111A 73 Unprotected 108 Lighthouse Trail main parcel 

111A 72 Unprotected 2 Actual Lighthouse parcel 

111A 4 Unprotected 33 Long Beach 

111A 3 Unprotected 0.05 Long Beach 

111A 71 Unprotected - Little Cayman Brac 

111A 70 Unprotected 2.75 Bluff face: Lighthouse to Long Beach  

111A 5 Unprotected 3.25 Bluff face: Long Beach  

111E 220 Unprotected 1.24 Bluff face: Peter's Cave (short) 

111A 68 Unprotected 0.28 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 67 Unprotected 0.27 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 66 Unprotected 0.28 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 65 Unprotected 0.29 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 64 Unprotected 0.3 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 63 Unprotected 0.32 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 62 Unprotected 0.34 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 61 Unprotected 0.37 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 60 Unprotected 0.38 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 59 Unprotected 0.38 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 58 Unprotected 0.36 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 57 Unprotected 0.34 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 56 Unprotected 0.32 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 55 Unprotected 0.32 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 54 Unprotected 0.31 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 53 Unprotected 0.29 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 52 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 51 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 50 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 49 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 48 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 47 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 46 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 45 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 44 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 43 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 42 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 41 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 40 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 
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111A 39 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 38 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 37 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 36 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 35 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 34 Unprotected 0.24 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 33 Unprotected 0.25 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 32 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 31 Unprotected 0.23 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 30 Unprotected 0.25 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 29 Unprotected 0.25 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 28 Unprotected 0.87 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 27 Unprotected 0.34 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 26 Unprotected 0.35 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 25 Unprotected 0.37 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 24 Unprotected 0.4 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 23 Unprotected 0.4 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 22 Unprotected 0.4 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 21 Unprotected 0.41 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 20 Unprotected 0.42 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 19 Unprotected 0.43 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 18 Unprotected 0.42 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 17 Unprotected 0.39 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 16 Unprotected 0.38 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 15 Unprotected 0.37 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 14 Unprotected 0.37 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

111A 13 Unprotected 0.31 Lighthouse Trail subdivision parcel 

TOTAL   211.66  

 

 


