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National Conservation Act (2013): section 17 (7) 

Interim Directive for the Protection of the Grand Cayman Blue Iguana (Cyclura lewisi) 

Issued in accordance with Section 17 (7) of the National Conservation Act (2013) 

 

Background: 

 The Grand Cayman Blue Iguana (Cyclura lewisi) is a large herbivorous reptile unique to the Cayman 

Islands, found only on Grand Cayman, and listed in Part 1 of Schedule 1 of the Act. 

This protected species has been restored from the brink of extinction through captive breeding, head-

starting and release into protected areas which started in 1990 and is ongoing today. The population 

restoration has been focussed in the National Trust for the Cayman Islands’ Salina Reserve, and in the 

Colliers Wilderness Reserve which is Crown property leased to and managed by the National Trust. A 

smaller sub-population has been restored to the Q.E. II Botanic Park. 

Mapping of wild Grand Cayman Blue Iguana sightings show that extensive dispersal from the Salina and 

Colliers Wilderness Reserves has occurred, and nesting and breeding are occurring outside and between 

these areas. The National Trust’s Blue Iguana Conservation team is engaged in a multi-year research 

effort to gain a better understanding of the geographic extent and population size of Grand Cayman 

Blue Iguanas, which will inform conservation strategy and underpin a Conservation Plan for this species. 

The Council takes note that the Department is therefore currently engaged in preparing a Conservation 

Plan for the Grand Cayman Blue Iguana, in collaboration with the National Trust. The Conservation Plan 

for this species will require designation of some Critical Habitat for Grand Cayman Blue Iguanas in areas 

of Grand Cayman’s east end subject to ongoing mapping by the National Trust’s Blue Iguana 

Conservation team, which is expected to be completed by late 2024. 

Experience with the Blue Iguana on Grand Cayman and the closely related Sister Islands Rock Iguana has 

shown that two primary human-associated threats to their survival are road kills due to cars travelling 

faster than the iguana or the driver can react, and unrestrained alien species (cats and dogs, but also 

rats) killing various age classes of the indigenous iguanas. Experience has also shown that outside these 

two key threats and other related risks (such as feeding of unsuitable food items to iguanas by people) 

local iguanas can successfully cohabitate in areas with low density human development.  

Section 17(7) of the National Conservation Act provides that until such time as a Conservation Plan has 

been adopted for a protected species the Council may, on the advice of the Director, make such interim 

directives as may be urgently required for the immediate protection of that species, including the 

prohibition of hunting or collecting of specimens and disturbance of its critical habitat. The Director has 

advised, and Council agrees, that the recent construction of an apparently unpermitted road between 

the Salina and Colliers Wilderness Reserves with the implications for subsequent development 

constitutes a severe threat to the species, justifying the urgent issuance of an interim directive for the 

immediate protection of the species in the land between these two areas protected by the National 

Trust.  
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Interim Directive for the Protection of the Grand Cayman Blue Iguana (Cyclura lewisi) 

Issued in accordance with Section 17 (7) of the National Conservation Act (2013) 

 

Interim Protection Measures 

On the advice of the Director, and in consideration of the fact that there is an urgent need to 

immediately protect the portion of the population of this species occurring on property where Blue 

Iguanas have historically been released and property currently directly affected by unpermitted road 

construction, this Interim Directive therefore:  

(i) Identifies interim Critical Habitat for the Grand Cayman Blue Iguana as  

a. the Colliers Wilderness Reserve (Block 69A Parcel 49, Block 74A Parcel 66 and Block 70A 

Parcel 3); 

b. the Salina Reserve (Block 65A Parcel 37 and Block 65A Parcel 48); and  

c. land parcels Block 66A Parcel 20; Block 69A Parcels 29, 30, 31, 50 and 51;  

as outlined (in red) in the figure below for illustrative purposes. 

(ii) Requires that in any legally permitted development within this Critical Habitat: 

a. Speed bumps, hard-structured chicanes or other highly effective speed control methods 

are used to limit the speed of any vehicle on all roads of any kind so as to reduce or 

minimise the risk of road kill of Blue Iguanas. 

b. Any human residence, farm, or other enterprise within this land shall have covenants 

attached to all parcels that prohibit all present and future occupants (whether owners 

or renters) from owning or supporting any outdoor cats or from allowing any dog to 

roam off leash; and that prohibit any feeding of Blue Iguanas. 

c. Officers and agents of the Department of Environment may control alien species 

throughout this Critical Habitat. 

(iii) Requires that any land clearing within this Critical Habitat shall require (a) planning 

permission or (b) a Section 20 permit under the Act.  

 

Made by the National Conservation Council, 27 February 2023. 
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