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On 3rd November 2022, the National Conservation (Alien Species) Regulations, 2022 were published in the
Cayman Islands Gazette. These important regulations will help protect our endemic and native plants and
animals from the potential negative impacts of alien species. 

In this document, we provide answers to some of your most frequently asked questions about these
important regulations and what they mean for residents and businesses in the Cayman Islands.

Important Definitions
Together, the National Conservation Act (2013) and the National Conservation (Alien Species) Regulations
2022 provide several important legal definitions that will help the Cayman Islands Government better control
the potential negative impacts of alien species on our sensitive natural ecosystems. 

Native Species Alien Species Invasive Species

Feral Species Prohibited Species

Native species are plants and
animals that existed in the
Cayman Islands prior to
human settlement. These
include plants and animal
species found naturally in
other countries but also
endemic species like the Blue
Iguana which are found
nowhere else in the world. 

Alien species are plants and
animals introduced to the
Cayman Islands either
intentionally or accidentally
through human activity. This
includes domestic pets like
dogs and cats, livestock like
goats, pigs and cattle, and
even plants used in
agriculture or landscaping.

Invasive species are alien
species that pose significant
threats to native species
because they reproduce or
consume resources at much
faster rates than can be
managed naturally. Notable
examples in the Cayman
Islands include green
iguanas, rats and lionfish.

Feral species are alien/invasive plants or
animals which are living in 'the wild' and do not
have an identifiable owner or cultivator. 'The
wild' is defined as any area that is not under
control or management of an identifiable
owner who ensures the propagation
or movement of the species are
confined to that area.

Prohibited species are alien/invasive plants and
animals which pose severe threats to native
species. Under the new Regulations, prohibited
species have strict regulations for keeping as
pets or as ornamental plants, breeding,
import, export, purchase or sale, and
include stiff penalties for infractions. 
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Q: Why do we need these new Regulations?

These Regulations introduce several important legal definitions to help the Cayman Islands Government
and its collaborators properly and humanely control and manage alien species, particularly invasive and
feral species which can and are having negative impacts on our native wildlife.

A lack of proper management, or mismanagement, can cause alien species to have severe negative
impacts on local ecosystems, human health, livelihoods and food security.

Q: Are my pets going to be affected by these new Regulations? 

While domestic mammals - such as cats, dogs, hamsters and rabbits - are exempted under the new
Regulations, it is important to ensure your pets do not become invasive or feral by practising responsible
pet ownership.

Responsible pet ownership includes complying with all relevant legislation in the Cayman Islands, such
as the new Regulations and the Animals Act (2015 Revision), and ensuring your pets do not roam
uncontrolled outside of your property at any time. Allowing pets to roam greatly increases the risk of
injury or death due to encounters with other animals, vehicles or harmful parasites and diseases.

To help ensure your pet is not mistaken for a stray or feral animal, it is highly advisable to ensure your cat
or dog is microchipped and wearing identification. Dogs must be licensed with Department of
Agriculture and, when in a public place, the dog must wear a collar with an identification tag attached
bearing the license number.

Q: What will happen if my pet gets lost or strays from home?

To help ensure your pet is not mistaken for a stray or feral animal, it is highly advisable to ensure your cat
or dog is microchipped and wearing identification. Dogs must be licensed with Department of
Agriculture and, when in a public place, the dog must wear a collar with an identification tag attached
bearing the license number.

Currently, under the Animal Act, dogs which do not have an identifiable owner are turned over to the
Department of Agriculture for a holding period, followed by euthanasia if not claimed by a set date.

As there is no such arrangement for cats, pet owners are strongly encouraged to prevent free roaming,
ensure your cat is microchipped and wearing identification in the form of a breakaway-style collar.
These precautions help ensure your pet has the best chance of being identified and returned to you.



It is important that you reach out to doe@gov.ky as soon as possible, and absolutely no later than 
 3rd May 2023. 

If you would like to retain your prohibited animal or plant, the Department of Environment on behalf of
the National Conservation Council may issue you with a Permit to keep one or more of them. Such a
Permit will include an absolute prohibition on breeding and will not be issued if there is any risk of
escape into the wild. This process is the same for any animal currently in captivity which is listed as a
Prohibited Species in the National Conservation (Alien Species) Regulations 2022.

If you don’t wish to keep your animal or plant under Permit, you can make your own arrangements for
export, humane euthanasia or ask the Department of Environment to take care of this for you at no cost
to you.
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Q: Are my farm animals going to be affected by these new Regulations?

Agriculture and game mammals are also exempted under the new Regulations but it is important to
ensure your farm animals do not become feral or invasive. As the identifiable owner, you are responsible
for providing food, shelter, veterinary care, and controlling their movements to ensure they do not roam
freely at any time of the day or night. 

Q: I own an animal or plant that is now a Prohibited Species; what should I do?

Q: Does this mean no one can import a Prohibited Species into the Cayman Islands?

Yes; it is now illegal to import any plant or animal listed as a Prohibited Species into the Cayman Islands.
Any Prohibited Species currently in the Cayman Islands which remain here under Permit are not
allowed to reproduce.

If you own a Prohibited Species, please email
doe@gov.ky as soon as possible, and absolutely no

later than 3rd May 2023. 

Q: Can I import a species not on the Prohibited Species list?

Import of living animals and plants which are not Prohibited Species in these Regulations will continue as
before, always subject to an import permit from the Department of Agriculture which may or may not
be granted depending on the species concerned. Certain breeds of dogs are prohibited in the Cayman
Islands under the Animals Act (2015 Revision); it is also illegal to import or own a prohibited breed of dog.

mailto:conservationcouncil@gov.ky
https://legislation.gov.ky/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2022/2022-0047/NationalConservationAlienSpeciesRegulations2022_SL%2047%20of%202022.pdf
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Q: If I see someone in possession of a Prohibited Species, who should I contact?

Please encourage anyone you know in possession of a Prohibited Species to email doe@gov.ky as
soon as possible, and absolutely no later than 3rd May 2023. 

If you would like to report a Prohibited Species or Breed, please email doe@gov.ky or
ciagriculture@gov.ky with as many details as you are able to provide, such as the owner's name and
address, to help the Department of Environment or Department of Agriculture follow up on your report
and ensure the animal or plant is in compliance with all relevant legislation.

Q: What is defined as 'the wild' in the new Regulations?

Under the new Regulations, it is illegal to release alien or genetically altered species into the wild.

“The wild” is defined as any area that is not under control or management by an identifiable owner who
is ensuring that the movement or propagation of the domestic or agricultural species is confined to that
area.

Here is an example: If you own a goat which you keep in a fenced-in pen within your property and you
provide its needs - such as food, water, shelter and care - under these circumstances, the goat is being
kept in accordance with the new Regulations. However, if you allow the goat to roam freely and it
crosses beyond the limits of your control - whether that is into a neighbour's yard or into the forest - the
goat is now considered in 'the wild' and is in breach of the Regulations. 

Q: Is it now illegal to feed feral cats and chickens?

Under the new Regulations, it is illegal to feed or support alien or genetically  altered species in the
wild. This provision comes into force on 3rd February 2023.

“The wild” is defined as any area that is not under control or management by an identifiable owner who
is ensuring that the movement or propagation of the domestic or agricultural species is confined to that
area. In practice, this means ensuring any alien species - such as cats or chickens - do not roam freely
outside of your property at any time of the day or night. 

Ahead of the enforcement date, the Department of Environment and Department of Agriculture aim to
work with local animal charities to find sensible, time-limited solutions so feral cats can be contained and
cared for in accordance with the new Regulations. 
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Q: I have a number of outdoor cats living on my property that I feed and care for. They
all have names and I take them to the vet. I know that they stay in my yard all the time.  I
am willing to get them all fixed and microchipped. Am I allowed to keep my cats?

If you are the identifiable owner of a number of cats and you are providing food, shelter, veterinary care
and controlling their movement then they can be considered pet cats under the new Regulations. 

Controlling their movement means they must not roam freely outside of your property at any time of
the day or night. Studies show that most cats roam at night, some very far from their homes,
regardless of whether they are well fed or fixed. This is unsafe for our vulnerable native wildlife but
also for pet cats who become exposed to disease, road traffic and other feral animals. 

The Department of Environment and Department of Agriculture aim to work constructively with animal
charities and veterinarians to find sensible, time-limited solutions so feral cats can be contained and
cared for in accordance with the new Regulations. 

Q: Are Trap-Neuter-Release (TNR) services now illegal?

Under the new Regulations, it is illegal to release alien or genetically altered species into the wild.

What this means is that, while trapping and spaying/neutering feral animals remains legal, it is now illegal
to release those alien species back into the wild after capture . If there is no option to home these
animals as legally owned pets or confine them in a designated facility (such as an aviary or cattery), the
proper course of action is humane euthanasia rather than proceeding with spay/neuter surgery. 

The Department of Environment and Department of Agriculture aim to work constructively with animal
charities and veterinarians to find mutually acceptable solutions which advance shared goals of
preventing unnecessary animal suffering and promoting responsible pet ownership under local
legislation.

Q: Why is TNR not considered an effective option for controlling feral cat populations?

Trap-Neuter-Release (TNR) has been extensively studied in relation to feral cat control. Although it may
seem like a positive solution for addressing cat overpopulation, the scientific literature is clear that it
does not work in practice as a tool to reduce feral cat populations except under highly restricted
circumstances.

Once trapped and neutered, TNR cats are returned to the wild where they continue to hunt and destroy
wildlife, catch and spread viral and parasitic disease, and typically live short, unhealthy lives.



National Conservation (Alien Species) Regulations 2022
Frequently Asked Questions Continued

Page 6 of 7www.conservation.ky

When it comes to pest-control, always plan your actions to minimise the impacts on non-target species. 

Rodenticide (rat poison) is a powerful tool for controlling rodents but it is also toxic to many other
animals and birds and should be used sparingly and with great care. Using mechanical traps instead of
rodenticide helps reduce this risk.

Where rodenticide is the only option, application should only be done by suitably trained professionals,
preferably using low bio-accumulation ‘first-generation’ anti-coagulants which are less harmful to
humans, pets and other local wildlife than ‘second generation’ products.

Always ensure that rodenticide is only used in made-for-purpose bait stations, which are properly
secured and kept out of reach of any non-target species including young children and pets. 

Q: is it safe to use poisons and traps to control rats in my yard?

Q: What will happen to the rat population if people keep their pet cats inside or when the
numbers of feral cats in the wild decreases?  

Q: How do I control rodents in my yard if I have to keep my pet cats indoors?  

Despite traditional beliefs, preying on rodents is a challenge for feral cats. Studies have shown that
when an easier food source is available, the feral cats will typically opt for those, leaving the rodents in
peace. 

In the Cayman Islands, this means our native birds and iguanas are more often the target for cats.
Because birds and our endemic iguanas have relatively few offspring and are more likely to be
endangered or vulnerable, the loss of even a few individuals can pose a significant threat to the survival
of the species.

Clear up food waste, trash piles, derelict vehicles, etc. where rats could nest undisturbed.
Prune overgrown bushes.
Fix holes around your home where rats can enter your house.
Do not leave food outside. Feed domestic animals indoors to avoid attracting rats.

The most effective way to control rodents is to prevent the conditions in which they thrive:

Q: Is there a maximum number of cats I am allowed to own? 

There is no legislated maximum number of cats that an individual may own as long as they continue to
meet the definitions of a pet cat and they are being taken care of responsibly. 
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Q: Is the DoE or DoA going to start culling feral animals in my neighbourhood?

The new Regulations are designed to enable the continuation and potential future expansion of
evidence-based alien species management practices in the Cayman Islands, including feral and invasive
species control measures. 

While there are no plans at this stage for the Cayman Islands Government to undertake feral animal
culling in Grand Cayman beyond the ongoing green iguana cull, adherence to the new Regulations is
expected across all three islands. 

Initial implementation of the new Regulations with regards to feral animal control measures will focus
primarily on environmentally sensitive areas to protect vulnerable native and endemic species, with an
emphasis on the Sister Islands. 

To learn more and access the full Regulations, visit:
www.conservation.ky/alien-species

If you have additional questions, please email:
doe@gov.ky  |  ciagriculture@gov.ky

http://www.conservation.ky/alien-species


Keeping pet cats indoors greatly reduces the risk of injury or death due to encounters with other
animals, vehicles or harmful parasites and diseases. 
Preventing free roaming also protects our native wildlife; No matter how much they are fed,
domestic cats instinctively stalk, catch and play with or eat prey animals, placing our native birds,
lizards, frogs and other species at risk.
Cats can be kept in an enclosed outdoor cat safe patio or “catio” to offer confined outdoor exercise
space. Be sure to use “pet safe” screening as regular screen is easily torn by cat claws.
Consider training your pet cat to wear a harness or leash for controlled, outdoor time. 

Every year, unplanned and unwanted litters create hundreds of homeless animals. Spaying and
neutering your pets helps prevent more unwanted animals from overwhelming local animal rescue
organisations and shelters.  
Spaying or neutering your pet improves health and wellness and diminishes certain undesirable
behaviors.

It is highly advisable to have your cat microchipped so you can be identified as their owner.
Consider a breakaway-style collar for your cat which identifies you as the rightful owner and
includes contact details.

Ensure vaccinations are up to date, and deworm and treat for fleas regularly. If your cat ever does
get outdoors, it is at high risk of diseases and parasites, especially because tapeworms and
roundworms are prevalent in the feral cat population and their eggs are released wherever they
roam.

Being a responsible pet cat owner means keeping your cat safe and comfortable by providing shelter,
food, water, veterinary care, and making sure they do not roam uncontrolled outside of your property at
any time of the day or night.

Keep your pet cats indoors

Spay/neuter your pet cats

Ensure your cat is identifiable

Provide regular veterinary care
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What are the Five Freedoms of Animal Welfare?

Freedom from
hunger and thirst 

Freedom from
discomfort

Freedom from
pain, injury or

disease

Freedom to
express normal

behaviour

Freedom from
fear and distress

https://www.animalhumanesociety.org/health/why-spay-or-neuter-your-pet


It has long been illegal under the Animals Act to allow your dogs to roam free. Ensure your dog lives
inside or is kept safely within your property boundaries by a fence.
Keeping pet dogs indoors or fenced greatly reduces the risk of injury or death due to encounters
with other animals, vehicles or harmful parasites and diseases. 
Preventing free roaming also protects our native wildlife; No matter how much they are fed,
domestic dogs instinctively stalk, catch and play with or eat prey animals, placing our native birds,
lizards, frogs and other species at risk.

Every year, unplanned and unwanted litters create hundred of homeless pets. Spaying and
neutering your pets helps prevent more unwanted animals from overwhelming local animal rescue
organisations and shelters. 
Spaying or neutering your pet improves health and wellness and diminishes certain undesirable
behaviors.
Dogs are less likely to roam away from home. Unfixed dogs will do just about anything to find a
mate, including finding creative ways escape from the house or fenced yard.

It is highly advisable to have your dog microchipped so you can be identified as their owner.
Dogs must be licensed with the Department of Agriculture.
Ensure your dog has a collar with an identification tag bearing the dog's license number and any
other tags which help identify you as the rightful owner and include contact details.

Ensure vaccinations are up to date, and deworm and treat for fleas, ticks and heartworms regularly.

Being a responsible pet dog owner means keeping your dog safe and comfortable by providing shelter,
food, water, veterinary care, and making sure they do not roam uncontrolled outside of your property at
any time of the day or night.

Keep your pet dogs safely confined

Spay/neuter your pet dogs

Ensure your dog is identifiable

Provide regular veterinary care
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