Terrestrial Protected Area Nomination:
Sand Cay, Grand Cayman
The attached nomination has been considered by the National Conservation Council, which has resolved
to propose that Sand Cay be made a Protected Area under Section 7 of the National Conservation Law. If
Cabinet approves this proposal, the natural environment of this Cay will be protected and managed
according to a Management Plan to be developed under Section 10 of the Law.
Sand Cay is a small emergent rock and sandbank islet in South Sound, located at the end of the western
entrance to the sound and surrounded by spiraling reef to the west and south. It is owned by Crown.
Sand Cay is notable and proposed for protection because it is the site of a moderate Least Tern breeding
colony and is a prominent part of the landscape of South Sound.

Protected Area Nomination

Sand Cay
This nomination is made under Section 9 of the National Conservation Law, 2013

1. Description of the Area
The nomination covers a single Crown-owned Cay in western South Sound, which supports a
moderate breeding colony of least terns. The Cay is small, surrounded by reef to the west and south
as it spirals around South Sound, marking the western entrance. It is sparsely vegetated due to
constant saltwater spray. Its conservation value lies in the tern colony it supports, and in its cultural
value as a landmark in South Sound.
Because Sand Cay moves significantly and changes size and shape in response to storm waves, the
nomination includes surrounding marine habitat sufficient to encompass all historic locations and
configurations of the cay. This includes the parcel as represented in the land registry and listed
below, but is defined as a circle of 400 ft. radius centered on 190 15’ 46.5” North, 810 23’ 10.7” West.
Block
15E

Parcel
110

Ownership
Crown

N/A

N/A

Crown

Portion of parcel
Whole
A 400 ft. radius circle centered on 190 15’ 46.5”
North, 810 23’ 10.7” West.

For reference, the historic positions of the cay are displayed in the image below. The location
and size of the cay shifts in response to storm events. This has been collated using aerial
imagery taken at intervals between 1971 and 2013. The boundary of the nomination is
represented by the yellow circle centred on the green point.

2. Reasons for Nomination
Purposes and Objectives
2.1
Protection of this nominated Cay will safeguard breeding habitat for protected least
terns. NCL ref. 8 (1) (a)
2.2
Sand Cay is one of only two cays in Grand Cayman which hosts colonies of breeding
tern. Protection would safeguard the unique nature of these cays. NCL ref. 8 (1) (b)
2.3
Protection of this nominated Cay will protect a landmark of biological and cultural
significance. NCL Ref. 8 (1) (e)
Criteria for Protection
2.4

The nominated Cay is in a completely natural state. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (a)

2.5
Through conservation of the breeding colony of least terns, this small Cay contributes
to the overall biodiversity of the Cayman Islands. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (b)
2.6
The nominated Cay is of ecological importance in that it supports a Species of Special
Concern. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (c)
2.7
The nominated Cay has biogeographical importance for the colony of least terns and
as a notable cultural landmark in South Sound. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (d, f)
2.8

The nominated Cay requires minimal management. NCL Ref. 8 (2) (g)

3. Species of Special Concern
The following table lists the species of concern known to depend at least in part on the
nominated lands:
Common name

Scientific name

Description

NCL Schedule 1

Least Tern

Sternula
antillarum

Seabird

Part 1

Habitat use
Moderate
breeding colony
on Sand Cay

4. Conservation Problems and Special Protective Measures Required
The Cay can be approached by small boats, swimmers or surfers and there is no physical
deterrent available to prevent disturbance of the nesting terns by members of the public.
Protective measures will have to rely substantially on public education and awareness.

5. Management Considerations
Apart from public education and awareness needs as described in section 4 above, no
management is necessary for this Cay other than periodic monitoring of tern nesting success.

