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Screening Opinion for Proposed Quarry- Maurice Bloom 43A/419 and 422
Prepared by the Department of Environment for the National Conservation Council
The National Conservation Council’s (NCC) Directive for Environmental Impact Assessments issued
under section 3(12) (j) and which has effect under section 43(2)(c) of the National Conservation Law
(NCL), notes that all activities listed in Schedule 1 will be considered against the screening criteria
outlined in sections 1 to 3 of Schedule 1 of the Directive to determine whether an EIA may be
required. These screening criteria are: the type and characteristics of development, the location of
the development and the characteristics of the potential impacts.
The proposed project is for a 28.8 acre quarry, to the north west of Meagre Bay Pond, Bodden
Town. Access to the quarry shall be gained via the existing quarry access to the south-west, as
shown in figure 1 below. The proposed east-west arterial road corridor lies to the north of the
proposed quarry location, and there are existing quarries located to the east and west of the site.
The applicant has indicated that the proposal is to excavate the area to 50ft deep in order to quarry
rock to sell as fill aggregate for local construction projects. Excavation works are to commence from
the southern end of the proposed quarry and progress in six phases northward, each of
approximately 4.8 acres allowing six months for each phase and three years in total for the quarry
operations. Quarrying will involve the extraction of material by blasting and digging using heavy
machinery. Excavated quarry materials will be stored on the southern section of 43A/419, unless
that area is to be quarried by the adjacent land owner, in which case material will be stored along
the 30ft wide access buffer area. The materials will be processed offsite at another existing quarry
location prior to sale.
The application site is characterised by seasonally flooded mangrove wetland, and is contiguous with
the Central Mangrove Wetland, forming part of its southern extent. The site is adjacent to Meagre
Bay Pond, which is listed as a Protected Area under the National Conservation Law, 2013 (Schedule
4); it was formerly designated an Animal Sanctuary under the Animals Law. Meagre Bay Pond is an
important feeding site for a range of resident and migratory herons, egrets, waders, ducks and other
waterbirds. The hydrological connectivity between the Central Mangrove Wetland and Meagre Bay
Pond is very important for both ecosystems. Having considered the proposal detailed in the planning
application, received from the Department of Planning on 23 February 2018, against the screening
criteria outlined above, the Department of Environment (DoE) is of the opinion that the proposed
quarry does not require an EIA based on the following factors:
1. The proposed quarry will border but not encroach upon the 300ft wide buffer around
Meagre Bay Pond and would be located south of the proposed east-west arterial road
corridor. The proposed road corridor has been identified by the Aggregate Advisory
Committee (in a presentation to the Central Planning Authority in 2010) as the northern
geographical boundary for future quarrying activity in Bodden Town; a boundary supported
by the DoE, in order to minimise further encroachment into the Central Mangrove Wetland.

Furthermore, the location of the proposed quarry does not interrupt the connectivity
between the Central Mangrove Wetland and Meagre Bay Pond.
2. Whilst it is believed that the existing quarry to the north-west of the Meagre Bay Pond has
had a negative effect on the hydrological regime of the Pond, this is not due to the quarrying
activity per se, but is due to the access route between the quarry and Meagre Bay Pond
buffer being regularly inundated with water flowing from the quarry into the Pond. It is
believed that this situation can be mitigated through the creation of a bermed access road
from the existing quarry into the proposed quarry site (as proposed as part of the
application). Furthermore, a berm is proposed along the southern and eastern boundaries of
the application site, to form a 30ft-wide buffer zone. Given the importance of this to the
future health of the Protected Area, we recommend that the NCC directs that the
requirement for a bermed access route and around the application site, and its continued
maintenance, is a condition of any Planning approval that may be granted by the Central
Planning Authority. The specifications of the berm shall be finalised in agreement with the
DOE, as is outlined in the application’s Operations Plan.
3. Potential impacts of quarrying on local ecology, particularly resident and migratory birds, are
deemed negligible. The pond has retained a healthy bird population during the excavation of
existing neighbouring quarries; there is no reason to suspect that the proposed quarry will
result in any greater ecological impact.
4. There are no residential properties in the vicinity of the proposed quarry, therefore amenity
impacts arising from noise and dust are not going to affect local residents and do not require
further investigation or study.
Given the application site’s location, adjacent to a Protected Area, the DoE recommends that as a
condition of approval and prior to the commencement of works an Environmental Management Plan
is undertaken to identify appropriate mitigation measures to minimise environmental impacts and
responsibility for implementation of mitigation. The Plan shall be agreed in writing with the DoE, on
behalf of the NCC.
After considering the Screening Opinion detailed above, the NCC is required to issue its decision to
the originating entity on the requirement for an EIA, pursuant to Section 43 (1).

Figure 1: Aerial imagery with the proposed quarry area overlaid (Aerial Imagery LIS 2013)

