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Procedures for control of feral cats in environmentally sensitive areas

National Conservation Act 2013, section 6 (2) (k)
1. Purpose

There is extensive scientific literature highlighting the impact of feral cats when they are introduced outside
of their natural range, and they have been listed among the 100 worst invasive non-native species in the
world:
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/Hodges/als4161/Secure/PDF%20Files/Articles/GloballnvasiveSpeciesDatabase.
pdf

A global review indicates that feral cats on islands have been shown to be responsible for at least 14% of
global bird, mammal and reptile extinctions and are the principle threat to almost 8% of Critically Endangered
birds, mammals and reptiles. Cats have been found to impact 48 taxa of endemic bird, with 49% being
terrestrial birds and 36% seabirds. These numbers are likely underestimates as not all islands and impacted
species have been studied (Medina et al. 2001).
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/].1365-2486.2011.02464.x

In the UK Overseas Territories, feral cats are considered to be a significant threat to several endemic and
endangered species and have been implicated in the extinction of species in the past (e.g. Hilton and Cuthbert
2010).

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1474-919X.2010.01031.x

In the Cayman Islands the Department of Environment (DoE) has documented evidence that confirms these
assessments apply fully on all three of the Cayman Islands. Of particular note are wildlife camera images of
feral cats depredating hatchling Blue Iguanas, doves and lizards on Grand Cayman. Necropsy results show feral
cats on Little Cayman depredating a wide variety of birds, and frogs, Sister Isles Rock iguana hatchlings and
yearlings, the Sister Isles’ endemic Galliwasp, Racer snakes, and Lion Lizards (Curly-tailed lizards). On Cayman
Brac examination of recently killed adult Brown Boobies and their chicks points unambiguously to cat
predation as the cause. Removal of feral cats from the primary Brown Booby nesting area has resulted in a
recovery in fledging rates, and removal of the majority of the feral cats from Little Cayman has resulted in a
reversal of years of population decline in the Rock Iguanas and an upsurge in hatchling survival rates.

Control of feral cats, particularly in environmentally sensitive areas such as nesting sites of National
Conservation Act (NCA) Schedule 1 Part 1 protected species, and in Protected Areas, is therefore regarded as
an ongoing high priority for DoE, including work towards a potential project to eradicate feral cats from Little
Cayman. These Procedures enable some essential aspects for such an eradication, allow use of increasingly
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humane techniques, and enable more effective and efficient control of feral cats in protected lands and other
environmentally sensitive areas in ways that avoid significant non-target impact risks to native species. The
graphic below (from the Centre for Invasive Species Solutions/PestSmart, Australia) illustrates the relative
humaneness of the various techniques in use. Current practice in Cayman is the least humane (point 7).

RELATIVE HUMANENESS OF FERAL CAT CONTROL METHODS (JULY 2017)
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2. Areas

The following areas are considered priority areas for feral cat control. This list is not limiting and may include
additional areas which become prioritized as environmentally sensitive by DoE:

a) All of Little Cayman

b) All colonial seabird nesting sites that are accessible to feral cats

c) Rocklguana nesting sites

d) All NCA Protected Areas and their immediate environs

e) The National Trust’s major protected lands — currently the QE Il Botanic Park, Salina Reserve, Colliers
Wilderness Reserve, Mastic Reserve, Booby Pond Nature Reserve and Brac Parrot Reserve, and their
immediate environs

3. Implementation

These procedures may be implemented by DoE and/or its agents, and in the case of National Trust protected
lands, may also be implemented by the National Trust for the Cayman Islands and/or its agents.

4. Procedures to ensure protection of domestic companion cats

Whenever feral cat control is planned in a specific area, with the exception of areas within NCA Protected
Areas or within National Trust protected lands, the DoE shall first visit all residences within a 0.5km radius of
the proposed control area to establish if any residents within that radius own domestic companion cats.

Owners of domestic companion cats within the 0.5km radius will be asked to register them with DoE under a
voluntary arrangement, whereby the cat is photographed, the owner’s contact details taken, and microchip
identification of the cat(s) is recorded. In registrations where any of these cats is not microchipped the owner
will be encouraged to arrange for that to be done, and/or to place a collar on the cat so it can be readily
identified.

Cats which are feral as defined in the National Conservation (Alien Species) Regulations 2022, shall not be
registered, and registrations may be withdrawn by DoE for cats which become feral after registration, in which
case the former owner shall be notified and given the reasons for this decision.

Cats found or trapped in NCA Protected Areas or National Trust protected lands shall be presumed to be feral
and may be euthanized.

Registered domestic companion cats which are trapped in areas not within NCA Protected Areas or National
Trust protected lands, and which are identifiable as registered, shall not be euthanized and shall be returned
to their owner.
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Procedures for control of feral cats
The following trapping methods for feral cats are approved:

a. Live trapping using cage traps, and cage trap adaptions such as high interaction rate traps.
Live trapping using humane soft-jaw leghold traps provided these are operated by certified
operators in a way that does not attract or harm native wildlife (e.g. on raised platforms using cat
scent baits only). The NCC shall be responsible for certifying operators of this technique and must
be satisfied that the use is appropriate, and that operators have adequate training before issuing
certification. Certification may be restricted to specific areas, times and personnel.

The following methods for euthanasia of feral cats are approved:

c. Total anaesthesia followed by lethal injection, administered by a veterinarian or veterinary
assistant licensed by the Cayman Islands Veterinary Board, by any veterinarian employed by
government, or any other person under direct instruction by such veterinarian.

Precise trans-cranial shot administered by a licensed rifle operator.

Chemically induced hypoxia resulting from ingestion of encapsulated para-aminopropiophenone
(PAPP), delivered by certified operators, in baits suspended above the ground. These may be
offered only at times or in places where non-target native animals at potential risk are inactive or
absent. Use by any person in any area also requires authorization by the Director of Agriculture
under the Animals Act (2024 Revision) s.70 (8) and the Animals (Prescribed Poisons) Regulations
2018. The NCC shall be responsible for certifying operators of this technique and must be satisfied
that the use is appropriate, and that operators have adequate training and DOA authorization
before issuing certification. Certification may be restricted to specific areas, times and personnel.
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