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Procedures for control of feral cats in environmentally sensitive areas

National Conservation Act 2013, section 6 (2) (k)

1. Purpose

There is abundant scientific literature highlighting the impact of feral cats when they are
introduced outside of their natural range, and they have been listed among the 100 worst
invasive non-native species in the world:
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/Hodges/als4161/Secure/PDF%20Files/Articles/GloballnvasiveSpecie
sDatabase.pdf

A global review indicates that feral cats on islands have been shown to be responsible for at
least 14% of global bird, mammal and reptile extinctions and are the principal threat to almost
8% of Critically Endangered birds, mammals and reptiles. Cats have been found to impact 48
taxa of endemic bird, with 49% being terrestrial birds and 36% seabirds. These numbers are
likely underestimates as not all islands and impacted species have been studied (Medina et al.
2011). https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2011.02464.x

In the UK Overseas Territories, feral cats are considered to be a significant threat to several
endemic and endangered species and have been implicated in the extinction of species in the
past (e.g., Hilton and Cuthbert 2010). https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1474-
919X.2010.01031.x

In the Cayman Islands the Department of Environment has documented multiple lines of
evidence that confirms these global and UKOT assessments apply fully on all three of the
Cayman Islands. Of particular note are wildlife camera images of feral cats predating on
hatchling Grand Cayman Blue Iguanas, doves, and lizards, and Magnificent Frigatebird chicks on
Little Cayman. Necropsy results show feral cats on Little Cayman predating on small songbirds,
frogs and Lion Lizards (Curly-tail lizards). Direct observations including photographs and videos
show feral cats predating on Sister Isles Rock Iguana hatchlings and yearlings, and feral cat
tracks have been recorded in close association with hatching sea turtle nests, and nesting Brown
Boobies.

Control of feral cat populations in environmentally sensitive areas such as nesting sites of NCA
Schedule 1 Part 1 protected species is therefore regarded as a high priority for the Department
and is called for in multiple NCA section 17 Species Conservation Plans currently in draft and
consultation stages.
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2, Sites

The following sites are considered top priority areas for feral cat control work in 2023. This list is
not exclusive of additional areas which may.be prioritized hased on current information, .

o Allof Little Cayman

o The Brown Boohy nesting areas on the eastern high Bluff of Cayman Brac, and the
eastern limits of Long Beach.

o The QE Il Botanic Park, Salina Reserve, and Colliers Wilderness Reserve (where control
work may be led by the National Trust for the Cayman Islands’ Blue Iguana Conservation
staff).

3. Implementatior{

These procedures may be implemented under section 15 of the National Conservation (Alien
Specles) Regulations 2022,

Procedures to ensure protection of domestic companion cats

Any feral cat control operation carried out within a radius of 0.5 km from any residence must
provide for any cat to be scanned for a microchip, and the cat shall not be euthanized if a
microchip is found which can be traced to a person who owns it in a meaningful way such that it
cannot be classed as “feral” as defined in the National Conservation (Alien Specles) Regulations
2022,

To assist in the identification of domestic companion cats on Little Cayman all owners of such
cats are asked to register them with DoE under a voluntary arrangement, whereby an attending
veterinarian can implant a microchip if one is not present, the cat is photographed, and the
owner’s contact details taken.

Domestic companion cats which are trapped and identified will be returned to their owner.,

Procedures for control of feral cats

Cage trapping followed by euthanasia using standard veterinary protocols is currently the only
approved method to be used. The National Conservation Council can authorize additional
methods consistent with the National Conservation (Alien Species) Regulations 2022 e.g.
through publication of Guidelines made under NCA section 3 (12).

Veterinary services to implement euthanasia of feral cats may be provided by any veterinarian
licensed by the Cayman Islands Veterinary Board, any veterlnarian employed by the Department
of Agriculture, or any other person under direct Instruction by such veterinarian.
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6. Approvals o
a. Made by the Director, DoE under NCA section 6 (2) (k): AR |

b. Consultation with the Department of Agriculture under the National Conservatign (Alien
Species) Regulations 2022, section 15 (2): [date] << 1 ‘é - e o, S
c. Approval by the National Conservation Council under section 15 (1): [date] V\\M &0 '4' aoa},
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